HAMPDEN RECREATION COMMITTEE
MEETING MINUTES

Date: September 1, 2022— Skehan Recreation Center

Time: 6:00 PM

Committee Members: Steve Brown, James Dyer, Jason Sharpe, Jane Jarvi, Frank Pergolizzi, Stephanie Shayne, Nancy
Fenders (excused), Allene “Uiko” Frey

Town Officials: Bryann Lentz, Director of Recreation: Jill McLaughlin, Assistant Director of Recreation

I. Call to Order, 6:00.

Il. Fall Festival. Bry summarized the first annual Fall festival scheduled for October 2, 11-2 at the Western Avenue
Soccer Fields (rain location Skehan Center). Currently have multiple vendors and local businesses doing
demonstrations, games and informational booths. HA Music department is exchanging 15 volunteers for use
of Skehan Center for a fund raiser. The board was requested to volunteer putting up posters, providing bake
goods or volunteering on the day of the festival.

I1l. Summer Rec Programming and events were recapped. New events included a community yard sale,
paddleboarding, football camp, open pickleball tournament, VFW cornhole tournament, wrestling and lacrosse
clinics. Summer camp, counsellor in training program, summer track (4 Hampden participants won State),
and Celtics basketball clinic with over 80 registrants, contributed to a very busy summer.

IV. Facility Maintenance projects
a. Annual resurfacing of gym floor

Weatherization project: replacement of Skehan Center front windows.

Tennis Courts totally resurface and lined for pickleball. Basketball courts maintenance delayed.

Two sets of bleachers at VFW minors. Each field at the VFW complex now has a metal set of bleachers.

Rock Church selected Hampden Recreation for their community service day. They removed grass from

the volley ball courts at Western Avenue.

f. A community wide project weeding the light pole planters at Western Avenue fields was held. They were
planted Fall of 2021 but due to manpower shortages, Public Works was unable to maintain.
Multigenerational participants included town counsellors, town employees, rec committee members, Girl
Scouts, Cub Scouts, Garden Club, and community members ranging in age from 2 to 70+. Weeds were
removed, weed block layered, plantings identified and then mulched.

V. Fall Programming: New Events: Fall Festival, Holiday Craft Market, pickleball tournament and dodgeball
tournament. Regular fall schedule of activities and rentals.

VI. Side note: Social Media and the Recreation Web site have been instrumental in advertising upcoming events.

VII. Adjournment: 7:00
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Minutes submitted by Jane Jarvi



