HAMPDEN RECREATION COMMITTEE
MEETING MINUTES

Date: January 28, 2025— Skehan Recreation Center

Time: 5:30 PM

Committee Members: Nancy Fenders (2025), Allene “Uiko” Frey (2025), Steve Brown (2026}, James Dyer (2026),
Frank Pergolizzi (2026), Jason Sharpe (2026), Rubyann Wade (2026), Jane Jarvi (2027), Stephanie
Shayne (2027),

Town Officials: Jill McLaughlin, Director of Recreation: Cameron Parr, Assistant Director of Recreation

Call to Order, 5:30

Approval of Agenda:; motion to approve, seconded, approved.

Public Comments: none

Approval of 9/19/24 minutes: motion to approve as corrected, seconded, approved.

Directors Update/Report

New full-time Recreation Supervisor introduced: Josh McQuarrie

Fall/Winter programs/events reviewed. Enrollment/participant numbers are up across the board

The calendar for upcoming programming/events was discussed including expansion of offerings

The new outdoor pickleball courts were dedicated to Rubyann and Ed Wade with a plaque. Lighting at
the courts will be adjusted downward to diminish impact on neighbors.

e. Projects completed and in progress were discussed, The completion of the fields at the Western Avenue
complex was discussed. The land has been cleared, and Public Works will bushhog it this winter. As
stated in previous meetings, this will allow the Town to repurpose the land where the current softball
fields are located on Ballpark Road.

f. Goals and Objectives and budget were reviewed. Goals will be presented to the council at their upcoming
planning workshop. Budget will be presented in May to the town council.

6. Unfinished Business: none
7. New Business:

a. Community Center Feasibility Report: Council made this request, hired Starboard to conduct and file a
report. Amy Ryder, Town Development and Jill McLaughlin, Recreation are working closely with the firm

b. Grants and fundraising for the new community center was discussed. Several names/companies were
shared by board members. Jill was encouraged to push Town Council to start setting aside funds for the
future Community Center to augment funds from the sale of the Kiwanis Hall.

8. Committee Comments: Thank you to Jill and Cameron for the outstanding job of managing the Recreation

Department.

9. Next Meeting: TBD
10. Adjourned
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Minutes submitted by Jane Jarvi



