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In aftendance:

Vice Chair James Bailey Paula Scott, Town Manager
Councilor Dennis Marble Gayle C. Decker, Town Clerk
Councilor Christine Cubberley Wanda Libbey, Tax Collector
Councilor Peter Erickson Jill McLaughlin, Recreation Director
Councilor Mark Cormier Myles Block, CEQ

Councilor John Swalec Other Members of the Public

A, CALL TO ORDER
Vice Chair Bailey called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

B. PLANNING & CED STATUS REPORT

C. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

D. NEW BUSINESS

a. Council discussion on giving the Treasurer the authority to record a Waiver of
Foreclosure in the Registry of Deeds for the property belonging to Barbara Murray,
Map 04 Lot 16-C, account #3091.
1. Public comment
2. Council discussion
Town Manager Scott explained the background, the properly was foreclosed on due to
unpaid taxes. It was discovered that the owner was in an assisted care facility. She
mentioned that the Tax Collector, Wanda Libbey, has spoken with the attorney and she
can redo the notice period and send it to the correct address, and that the family has
since indicated they will be willing to pay the tax lien. After discussion, the Council
supports filing a waiver at the Registry of Deeds to stop the foreclosure, with a formal
vote to be held at the next council meeting.
b. Council discussion on giving the Treasurer the authority to record a Waiver of

Foreclosure in the Registry of Deeds for the property belonging to Gar Chin, Map 01
Lot 34-A2, account #4035.
1. Public comment

2. Council discussion

Note: Council will take a five-minute recess at 8:00 p.m.
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Town Manager Scott explained the background, the property was foreclosed on, the
Tax collector sent notices to Brooklyn New York, the last known address of the
property owner and they were not being claimed. The Town Attorney did a greater
search and discovered that the property where the notices were being sent was sold in
2022 and she located another property in New York owned by the same person. The
Council discussed filing a waiver at the Registry of Deeds lo stop the foreclosure, o
correct the notice process. This item was set to be formally voted on at the next
Council Meeting.

Council discussion on a proposed amendment to the Fees Ordinance, requested by Jill
McLaughlin, Recreation Director.

1. Public comment
2. Council discussion

Recreation Director Jill McLaughlin proposed changing the Fees Ordinance. She
explains the current fees for party rentals. Currently, there’s a single fee for party
rentals, but over half of the rentals are now non-resident, and she requests a change to
have resident and non-resident fees. The proposed change would provide flexibility to
adjust fees without returning to Councif each year. The council will hold a public
hearing at the next Council Meeting and will have a formal vote on the proposed
amended Fees Ordinance.

Council discussion on Proposed Cannabis Ordinance.

1. Public comment

Public comments were primarily against expanding cannabis businesses in Hampden.
Several residents expressed concerns about the potential impact of cannabis
businesses on their neighborhoods and supported keeping cannabis businesses out of
residential areas.

2. Council discussion

Myles Block, CEO presented the current draft ordinance, noting no substantive
changes since the last workshop. He explained the current status of the registered
caregiver facilities and stores. Councilor Erickson suggested considering state
minimumes for the Cannabis Ordinance, having the most restrictive approach and
Myles explained the differences between the town’s proposed ordinance and the state
minimums. The Council discussed two primary approaches, keeping the current
ordinance with various cannabis-related uses allowed in specific zones and reducing to
state minimums, essentially allowing only what the state mandates. The council will
hold a public hearing at the next Council Meeting and will have a formal vote on the
proposed Cannabis Ordinance.

Note: Council will take a five-minute recess at 8:00 p.m.
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e. Council discussion on the Proposed Amendment to the Zoning Ordinance.
1. Public comment
2. Council discussion

Myles Block, CEQ introduces the Proposed Amendment to the Zoning Ordinance. He
explained the changes, including In-Home Daycare facilities, Mobile Home Park
Nomenclature, Other Governmental Facilities, Use of Residence for Business Purposes,
and Building Permit deadline. The Council discussed the proposed amendments, and no
significant objections were raised. The Councif will hold a public hearing at the next
Council Meeting and will have a formal vote on the proposed Zoning Ordinance.

f. Council discussion on the proposed amendment to the Board of Appeals Ordinance,
requested by Myles Block, CEO.

1. Public comment
2. Council discussion

Myles Block, CEO introduces discussion on the proposed amendment to the Board of
Appeals Ordinance. He explained the minor edits to the ordinance and provided
information on the role of the Board of Appeals and the types of appeals they handle. He
also made a plea for new Board of Appeals members. The Council discussed the
importance of the Board of Appeals and the need for new members. A public hearing will
be held at the next Council Meeting and the Council will have a formal vote on the
proposed ordinance.

g. Council discussion on the proposed amendment to the Hampden Disposition of Town-
Owned Real Estate Ordinance.

1. Public comment
2. Council discussion

Town Manager Scott explained the proposed amendments to the Hampden Disposition of
Town-owned Real Estate Ordinance which were prompted by a 2023 Supreme Court case
from Hennepin County Minnesota that led to changes in State legislation. The proposed
amendments tightened regulations on selling tax-acquired properties, including tightening
up language regarding hiring a broker, recouping fees, and retaining properties at market
value. The changes were based on emergency state legislation from June 2023, which
aimed to protect property owners’ rights during tax foreclosure processes. The Councif will
hold a public hearing at the next Council Workshop and will have a formal vote on the
proposed ordinance.

Note: Council will take a five-minute recess at 8:00 p.m.
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h. Council review of the draft letter to Casella Waste Systems, Inc. regarding PFAS
testing, referred from the January 13" Council workshop

1. Public comment

2. Council discussion

Town Manager Scoft discussed the draft letter to Casella regarding PFAS testing, she
prepared it after consulting with environmental experts. She explained the background of

the testing, including the original well testing sites and the compounds tested for,
mentioning that PFAS chemicals were in many household products, making it difficult to
determine the origin of any found in wells. After discussion, the Council agreed to send

the letter to Casella and await their response.

E: ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at 7:23 p.m.

Note: Council will take a five-minute recess at 8:00 p.m.



