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HAMPDEN TOWN COUNCIL WORKSHOP
HAMPDEN MUNICIPAL BUILDING

‘!
QB MINUTES

MONDAY JANUARY 27, 2025 6:00 P.M.
In Attendance:

Chair Matthew LaChance Paula Scott, Town Manager

Vice Chair James Bailey Gayle C. Decker, Town Clerk
Councilor Christine Cubberley Christian Bailey, PSD

Councilor Peter Erickson Jason Lundstrom, DFC

Councilor Mark Cormier Amy Ryder, EDD

Councilor John Swalec Jon Clements, PWD

Councilor Dennis Marble Victor Smith. TE

Other Members of the Public

CALL TO ORDER
Vice Chair Bailey called the meeting to order at 6.00 p.m.
PLANNING & CED STATUS REPORT

Amy Ryder, EDD discussed the possibility of nominating a local business for the Robinson
Award. She highlighted that the company has been in Hampden for nearly 20 years is Maine
Trailer. The Councif consensus is for Amy to bring the nomination to the next meeting, with a
supporting paragraph, for a formal vote.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

NEW BUSINESS

a. Council discussion on the Cannabis Ordinance rewrite
1. Public comment
2. Council discussion

Myles Block, CEOQ, introduces the purpose of the Cannabis Ordinance rewrite, which aims to
update regulations to align with state law changes. He outlines the different Cannabis uses,
including registered caregivers, medical dispensaries, and adull-use cultivation facilities. The
importance of balancing state requirements with local community preferences is emphasized.
The Council discussed the implications of each use, the need for clear enforceable
regulations, and the importance of maintaining public safety and environmental standards.
Public comments expressed mixed opinions on the Cannabis Ordinance, with some
supporting the proposed regulations and others expressing concerns about potential negative
impacts. The Council agreed to proceed with a public hearing and the involvement of the
Planning Board in Zoning Amendments.

Note: Council will take a five-minute recess at 8:00 p.m.



MONDAY JANUARY 27, 2025 6:00 P.M.
AGENDA

b. Council discussion on Zoning Ordinance amendments
1. Public comment
2. Council discussion

Myles Block, CEQ outlined proposed Zoning Ordinance amendments, including
integrating the Cannabis Ordinance and efiminating habitability standards, as State
Building Codes (MUBEC) already cover them. Myles is to take the Proposed Ordinance
to the Planning Board. The Council agreed for the CEO fo bring a red-fined version of the
proposed ordinance to the March 10th Councii Workshop for review/discussion.

c. Council discussion on purchasing a possible CSO Tank Lot, requested by Victor Smith,
Town Engineer.

1. Public comment
2. Council discussion

Victor Smith, TE proposed purchasing a half-acre lot, adjacent to the existing interceptor
for a CSO tank to address sewage overflow issues, citing it as the most cost-effective
option. The Council discussed the feasibility and potential impact on the community,
including access and environmental considerations. The Council consensus is to pursue
the purchase of the lot, including notifying abutters and making an offer.

d. Preliminary Council discussion on Transfer Station operations and issues
1. Public comment
2. Council discussion

Town Manager Scott introduced the topic of transfer station operations and issues,
mentioning problems with the size, the condition of the packers, and other issues af the
transfer station. Mike Carroll from MRC spoke on the possibility of using trailers and trucks
from the MRC to help with capacity issues. Jon Clements. PWD provided delails of the
current recycling process and issues with the recycling packer, presenting three options —
buying a new packer, leasing a new one, or repairing the existing one. The Council
discussed the financial implications of the different options and the need for a strategic
investment in the transfer stations. Public comments expressed strong support for the
transfer station, highlighting its convenience, cleanliness, and community benefits. The
council discussed the need for a formal survey to gauge public opinion on the transfer
station versus curbside pickup.

E. ADJOURNMENT  The meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Gayle C. Decker, Town Clerk

Note: Council will take a five-minute recess at 8:00 p.m.



