HAMPDEN TOWN COUNCIL WORKSHOP

Iup‘!u HAMPDEN MUNICIPAL BUILDING
w MINUTES

MONDAY JANUARY 13, 2025 6:00 P.M.

in Attendance:

Vice Chair James Bailey Paula Scott, Town Manager
Councilor Christine Cubberley Christian Bailey, PSD

Councilor Peter Erickson Richard Thibodeau, Assessor
Councilor Mark Cormier Josh Berry, RCS Assessment Services
Councifor John Swalec Other Members of the Public

Councifor Dennis Marble
A CALL TO ORDER
Chair Bailey called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.
B. PLANNING & CED STATUS REPORT
C. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
D. NEW BUSINESS

a. Council discussion on PFAS sampling of test wells at Pine Tree Landfill, and payment
for it if approved.

1. Public comment
2. Council discussion

Discussion on PFAS contamination at the Pine Tree Landfill, highlighting high levels of
PFAs. Concerns were raised about groundwater contamination and the lack of testing
outside the landfill. The Council discussed requesting Casella fo conduct the additional
PFAS testing and if Casella does not agree, the town may consider using the
Environmental Trust Fund to pay for the testing. The Council agreed that the

Manager work with Matt to draft a letter requesting that Casella test for PFAS in the
wells in the southwest corner of the landfill as well as the residential wells of concern

and provide the Town with a clear status report on that extraction well and their plans for

this year.

b. Council discussion on PFAS sampling of residential test wells outside the perimeter of
the landfill

1. Public comment
2. Council discussion
Council discussed the need for a program to test residential wells for PFAS

emphasizing the moral responsibility to provide safe drinking water to residents.
The Council agreed that the Manager work with Malt to draft a lefter requesting
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Casella test for PFAS in the wells in the southwest corner of the landfill and the
residential wells of concern.

c. Council discussion on amendments to the Regulation of Display of Materials Harmful to

Minors Ordinance, request by Councilor Bailey.
1. Public comment
2. Council discussion

Councilor Bailey introduced the Ordinance and expressed concerns about the
language in the ordinance, specifically the definition of sexual conduct which included
“an act of homosexuality”, discussed this language could be interpreted too broadly
and could potentially restrict the display of content related to homosexuality, even
something as simple as a sarne-sex couple on a magazine cover. The Manager
provided a background on the ordinance, which was originally adopted in 1997. The
Council consensus is to proceed with amending the ordinance to remove the
language of concern and combining the public hearing with other upcoming ordinance
updates.

Council discussion on Proposed Emergency Medical Services, Billing & Collections
Policy.

1. Public comment
2. Council discussion

The Town Manager explained the need for a policy on ambulance billing and the
current practice of writing off uncollected bills each year. This lost revenue is made up
through taxation, so having a clear policy to guide medical billing practices could help
improve collections. The Council discussed the importance of having a policy in place
to ensure fairness and consistency in the billing and collections process, and also
provide options for those who cannot afford the bills. The Council directed the Town
Manager to work with staff to finalize the details and bring it back to the Council for
further consideration.

. Update on the status of the 2025 revaluation, presented by Josh Berry, CMA, RCS

Assessment Services, Inc.

1. Public comment

2. Council discussion

Josh Berry from RCS Assessment Services introduced himself and provided an update

on the 2025 revaluation, detailing the process and expected outcomes. The process
started eatrlier than anticipated and is progressing on schedule.

ADJOURNMENT - The meeting adjourned at 7:20 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Gayle C. Decker, Town Clerk

Note: Council will take a five-minute recess at 8:00 p.m.



