




HAMPDEN TOWN COUNCIL 

HAMPDEN MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

MINUTES 

, .................................................................................. . 

MONDAY NOV. 19th, 2018 7:00 P.M. 
, .................................................................................. . 

Attending: 
Mayor McPike 
Councilor McAvoy 
Councilor Cormier 
Councilor Wilde 
Councilor Marble 
Councilor Wright 
Councilor Ryder 

Town Manager Jim Chandler 
Town Clerk Paula Scott 
CEO Myles Block 
Eric Jarvi 

Mayor McPike called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

A. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE - Mayor McPike led the Pledge of Allegiance

B. CONSENT AGENDA - Councilor McAvoy made a motion, seconded by Councilor
Marble, to approve the consent agenda. Unanimous, 7-0.

Resolution 2018-177

1. SIGNATURES

2. SECRETARY'S REPORTS

a. October 1, 2018 minutes
b. October 15, 2018 minutes

3. COMMUNICATIONS

a. Letter from Eagle Scout candidate Leviathan Husson
b. Victualer's license renewal - Hannnaford Bros. Co., LLC
c. Victualer's license renewal - Coffee Break Cafe

4. REPORTS

a. Finance Committee Minutes - None
b. Infrastructure Committee Minutes - 9/24/2018
c. Planning & Development Committee Minutes - 10/3/2018

NOTE: The Council will take a 5-minute recess at 8:00 pm. 
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MEMORANDUM 

106 Western Avenue 
Hampden, Maine 04444 

Office: 207-862-3034 
Facsimile: 207-862-5067 

Item 5. e. 

TO: Town Council  

FROM: Jim Chandler, Town Manager-Treasurer 

COPY: Barbara Geaghan, Tax Collector 

Kelly Karter, Assessor 

DATE: December 3, 2018 

RE: Abatement of Uncollectible Taxes 

This memorandum conveys the attached documentation submitted from the Tax Collector 
recommending the discharge of certain uncollectible taxes.   

Background 

In the course of reviewing the status of delinquent tax accounts, the Tax Collector determined that a 

mobile home owner located at 681 Main Road North, Lot 44 had not paid property taxes for 2017 or 

2018.  Upon further research, the Assessor determined that the home had been demolished in June of 

2017.  No demolition permit was issued, so the action was discovered by Town staff after the fact.   

Attempts to locate and contact the previous owner of record, Shawna Buenrostro, regarding collection 

of the outstanding taxes have not been successful. In accordance with State Statute, M.R.S.A. Title 36, 

Chapter 105 §841(3) included below, staff has determined these taxes to be uncollectible. 

3. Inability to pay after 2 years.  If after 2 years from the date of assessment a collector is

satisfied that a tax upon real or personal property committed to him for collection cannot be 

collected by reason of the death, absence, poverty, insolvency, bankruptcy or other inability of the 

person assessed to pay, he shall notify the municipal officers thereof in writing, under oath, stating 

the reason why that tax cannot be collected. The municipal officers, after due inquiry, may abate 

that tax or any part thereof.  [ 1979, c. 73, (RPR) .] 

Fiscal Impacts 

By abating the delinquent taxes for both 2017 and 2018, the Town is relinquishing its interest in the 

amount of $ 246.37. 

Staff Recommendation 

Staff recommends, Council abate the delinquent taxes as uncollectible from Shawna Buenrostro, owner 
of record of Map 20, Lot51-44.   

Recommended Motion 

“Move that Council release the Tax Collector from further responsibility to collect 
delinquent taxes from 2017 and 2018, owed for the mobile home previously located on 
Map 20, Lot 51-44, per her affidavit that these taxes are no longer collectible from 
Shawna Buenrostro.” 



 
Town of Hampden 

Memo 

To: Jim Chandler, Town Manager & Treasurer 

From: Barbara Geaghan, Tax Collector 

Date: November 29, 2018 

Re: Tax Write-Off 

  

Jim, 

It has come to my attention that a mobile home, taxed in years 2017 and 2018, is gone. 

I believe that the outstanding tax for tax years 2017 and 2018 should be written off.  The property 
was a mobile home located at 681 Main Road North, Lot 44.   I believe the taxes are 
uncollectable because the mobile home has been demolished.   

I have confirmed with Heather Magan, Manager/ Accounting Assistant for Maine Real Estate, 
that the lot is vacant. Maine Real Estate is the owner of the mobile home park.   Ms. Magan also 
reports that they have no record of Shawna Buenrostro, last known owner. 

The 2017 tax will foreclose on in February of 2019. 

The request is based on M.R.S.A. Title 36, §841 (3). 
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