Hampden Recreation Committee
Minutes
June 20, 2018

In Attendance:
Committee: Steve Brown, James Dyer, Nancy Fenders, Jane Jarvi, , Stephanie Shayne, 
Guest: Eric Jarvi
	
Recreation Department:  Shelley Abbott, Director, 

I. Called to order at 5:35 pm. Facilities Road Trip
II. Dorothea Dix Park
A. Facility Size- 23 acres; use public park and walking trails-includes picnic tables, hibachi grills, portable toilet-seasonal; no winter park access, trails marked with grant signage from EMHS, shared responsibility between Public Works and Recreation Department,  frequent use by patrons, previous park volunteer group-area residents etc-inactive, garden club volunteers flowers at walls, Suggestion 1. for future-reserved/rented exclusive use of picnic pavilion for revenue source 2. Public Promotion of park on Facebook, etc?
III. VFW Recreation Area
A. Facility Size 11 acres; site donated by VFW in 1962, includes Kiwanis Hall, 2 tennis courts, 2 little league baseball fields, concession stand with permanent bathroom, 2 outdoor basketball courts, batting cage, bocce ball court (in progress) storage, portable toilet seasonal; shared responsibility between Public Works and Recreation Department, frequent use by patrons, Affiliate use Bronco Little League, Little League works on facility once a year for team clean up day; some minor vandalism issues periodically,  tennis courts surface major improvement 2016/minor improvement 2018, basketball courts surface major improvement 2018/minor improvement 2016, dog park project failed to materialize at this location in the past
IV. Turtle Head Marina
A. Facility Size 9 acres; part of land swap with Hamlin’s Marina, short ADA paved trail/path to water, boat launch, picnic/scenic spot, responsibility primarily to Public Works and Peter Neal Harbor Master, large use at concerts, limited parking, no access for small boat launch, fishing, issues children swimming off launch-danger to electric drowning and poison ivy along trails, new dock system spring 2018, portable toilet-seasonal, New signage board NOAA built/paid?, Suggestion 1. Trail connection along water front 2. Event area to promote site-parking offsite with shuttle would be needed
V. Papermill Road Recreation Area
A. Facility Size 5 acres natural area with open field, picnic tables, small trails, used by Boy Scouts (camping) and Reeds Brook School (salmon release), portage site for annual canoe race, limited parking, limited access, high area for inappropriate behavior-drugs/drinking etc., used to be area for public swimming early 80’s, below dam, downstream from landfill site, portable toilet-seasonal, volunteer park group Papermill Road Patriots-organized by Jeremy Jones, area has issues with poison ivy, Monarch Butterfly and Eagle nesting area,  shared responsibility between Public Works and Recreation Department, hidden gem…signage new on Coldbrook and at site to help promote natural site, Suggestions 1. Connectivity to town parcel on Western Avenue-foot trail, seasonal access crossing stream
B. Still To Be Explored
A. Ballfield Road Softball Field
B. Western Avenue Recreation Area-Lura Hoit Memorial Pool (AKA Pool Fields)
C. Skehan Center
D. Bog Road Boat Launch- available for purchase; Chris Packard to speak to our group at next business meeting-Recreation Committee
C. Adjourned: 7:25. Next meeting TBD. Late October-Early November
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Respectfully submitted: Shelley Abbott; Recreation Director
