
 

 

 

 

 

Attending: 

Chairman Ryder called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm. 

1. Minutes for the March 21, 2018 meeting – Motion to approve as submitted made by Councilor 
McAvoy; second by Councilor Marble; carried 5/0/0. 
 

2. Committee Applications: None  
 

3. Updates:  
a. MRC/Fiberight: Planner Cullen noted the recent email from MRC in the packet, including 

the statement that “…MSW is being diverted, as contractually agreed, to Crossroads 
Landfill and Juniper Ridge Landfill.” CEO Block noted they now have a Facebook page 
and are posting photos of the construction progress.  

b. Staff Report: Planner Cullen noted the planning projects listing in the packet has been 
updated and added there are no pending applications before the planning board.  
 

c. Adult Use Marijuana update: Planner Cullen noted the legislation has just been passed by 
the house and senate, but it is expected the Governor will veto it. It is believed the 
legislature will have the votes to override his veto. If it does become law, the state 
agencies involved will need to prepare their rules. At that point we can begin local 
discussions on how to regulate the industry in Hampden. She noted adult use marijuana 
establishments are the currently prohibited under our moratorium, and will continue to be 
prohibited under the zoning ordinance once the zoning amendments are adopted and 
become effective, expected to be in July. She added there is legislation going through 
regarding medical marijuana, and will provide an update on that in June.   
   

4. Old Business:  None. 

5. New Business:   

Committee/Council Staff 
David Ryder - Chair Karen Cullen, Town Planner 
Dennis Marble Myles Block, Code Enforcement Officer 
Terry McAvoy Jared LeBarnes, Building Inspector 
Ivan McPike Chief Joe Rogers, Public Safety Director 
Steve Wilde Public 
 Eric Jarvi 
  

Town of Hampden 

Planning and Development Committee 

Wednesday April 18, 2018, 6:00 pm 

Municipal Building Council Chambers 

Minutes 



Planning & Development Committee 
  Minutes of 4/18/2018 Meeting 
  Page 2 of 2 
 

a. Recent changes to MUBEC: Building Inspector LeBarnes and CEO Block gave an update on 
the recent changes to the building and energy code. The majority of the changes are 
updated language, clarification, and incorporating language from other code books to 
make it easier to find what you need. They noted the energy code has not changed. They 
also noted a new section dealing with tiny homes has been added. Discussion on who has 
to follow MUBEC; all towns over 4,000 population must use it and others have the option 
to use it. For towns that don’t, there are issues with financing with VA loans which require 
building inspections or a 10 year builder warranty. It was also noted no permit is needed 
for structures under 200 square feet. CEO Block noted such structures still need to be 
outside of the floodplain.  

b. Property Maintenance: Planner Cullen noted the memo in the packet and said staff 
continues to get complaints regarding some properties in town, and wanted to provide an 
opportunity to residents to discuss this issue with the committee. No residents were in 
attendance to discuss the issue. Planner Cullen and CEO Block noted the problems with 
property maintenance ordinances are that they create a lot of work for the enforcement 
team and currently the town does not have the resources to handle it. After discussion the 
consensus of the committee was to not pursue enactment of a property maintenance 
ordinance at this time.    

6. Zoning Considerations/Discussion: Planner Cullen reported on the progress of the project.  The 
Planning Board will hold their last workshop on Monday April 23. She reviewed the schedule and 
said the public hearing with the Planning Board will be on May 9 and 15 (if necessary). After 
discussion the committee decided to have the proposed zoning amendments go directly to the P&D 
Committee on June 6, and to Town Council for public hearing June 18, with an effective date of 
July 18 (assuming the amendments are adopted that night). Planner Cullen noted the Planning 
Board will release the proposed ordinance amendments and the brochures for publication on the 
town’s website and in print at the town offices by April 26th. Committee members thanked staff 
and the planning board for this work and noted they see a significant difference in how work is 
progressing from a couple of years ago. 
 

7. Citizen Initiatives: None. 

8. Public Comments: None 

9. Committee Member Comments: None 

10. Adjournment: Motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:30 pm made by Mayor McPike, seconded by 
Councilor Wilde; motion carried 5/0/0.   

Respectfully submitted by  
 Karen Cullen, Town Planner 


