TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES
April 5, 2010
The regularly scheduled meeting of the Hampden Town Counci! was held on Monday,
April 5, 2010. The meeting was held at the municipal building council chambers and was
called to order by Mayor Arnett at 7:03 p.m.
Attendance: Councilors: Mayor Matthew Arnett, Thomas Brann, William
Shakespeare, Jean Lawlis, Janet Hughes and Andre Cushing; Shannon
Cox was excused
Town Manager: Susan Lessard

Town Counsel: Thomas Russell

Department Heads/Staff: Public Works Director Galen ‘Chip’ Swan
and Town Planner Bob Osborne

Members of Boy Scout Troop 41

A. CONSENT AGENDA
The Treasurer's Warrants were reviewed and signed by the Finance Committee at their
meeting earlier in the evening. Motion by Councilor Lawlis, seconded by Councilor
Hughes fo accept the balance of the Consent Agenda — unanimous vote in favor.
B. PUBLIC COMMENTS
There were none.
Mayor Arnett welcomed members of Boy Scout Troop 41 who are working on their
Citizenship and Community Merit Badge. He expressed appreciation to the Scouts for
all of their contributions to our community.
C. POLICY AGENDA
1. PUBLIC HEARINGS
a. APPLICATION FOR RENEWAL OF VICTUALER'S LICENSE |
RECEIVED FROM LAURIE LLEE d/b/a COFFEE BREAK CAFE, 75
MAIN ROAD NORTH

Mayor Arnett explained the procedure for the public hearing and then
opened the hearing.

Proponents — none; Opponents — none: General Questions or Comments
— None. The hearing was closed.



Town Council Minutes
Aprit 5, 2010

Motion by Councilor Shakespeare, seconded by Councilor Lawlis to
approve the Victualer's License for Coffee Break Café — unanimous vote
in favor,

2. NOMINATIONS-APPOINTMENTS-ELECTIONS

There were none.

3. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

a. 2010 PAVING BID AWARD — INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE
RECOMMENDATION

By unanimous consent, this item was postponed until the next meeting.

b. PUBLIC WORKS TRUCK BID AWARD - INFRASTRUCTURE
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION

Councilor Shakespeare reported that the Infrastructure Committee has
reviewed the bid results and recommends acceptance of the low bid from
Daigle & Houghton for a 2011 International in the amount of $118,717.92.

Motion by Councilor Shakespeare, seconded by Councilor Brann to
accept the bid from Daigle & Houghton in the amount of $118,717.92 —
unanimous vote in favor.

c. DEP SHORELAND ZONING APPROVAL - REQUIRED CHANGES

The Department of Environmental Protection has approved the Shoreland
Zoning Ordinance and Map as adopted by the Town Council on March 1,
2010, but has recommended several changes. Town Planner Bob
Osborne recommended that the recommendations be referred to the
Planning & Development Committee for review and discussion.

Motion by Councilor Hughes, seconded by Councilor Brann to refer this
item to the Planning & Development Committee — unanimous vote in
favor.

d. WATER DISTRICT MINUTES/RESPONSE — 3/23/2010

Manager Lessard reported that the Infrastructure Committee had
discussed the Water District’s proposal that the Town pay 50% of the cost
of meter reading for sewer readings. Research indicates that some of the
examples used for the 50% cost share were for entities that were not
similar to the Town of Hampden. The Infrastructure Committee
recommended that the Town Manager respond by offering to increase the
rate from approximately $1,600.00/year to $3,700.00/year, far less than
the $18,000.00 that had been requested by the District. The Council was
in agreement with the infrastructure Committee’s recommendation and
Manager Lessard will respond accordingly.
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€. ZONING ORDINANCE TEXT AMENDMENT —~ SECTION 7.2 re
ANIMAL DEFINITIONS -~ INTRODUCTION FOR PUBLIC HEARING

Councilor Brann introduced this item for public hearing.

4. NEW BUSINESS

There was none.

Mayor Arnett noted that Councilor Cox was unable to attend tonight's meeting and
asked for a motion to excuse her. Councilor Cushing so moved; Councilor Hughes
seconded the motion and vote was unanimously in favor.

D. COMMITTEE REPORTS

Counciior Shakespeare reported that in addition to the items already discussed this
evening, the Infrastructure Committee discussed the need for a street light policy and
directed the Town Manager to work with Public Safety to prepare a draft policy for
consideration of the Committee. The Committee also reviewed the updated guidelines
for the transfer station and recommended the February 1% deadline be added to the
guidelines and that a large sign be posted at the transfer station reminding people of
the cutoff date. The Committee reviewed the annual road striping quotes obtained by
the Public Works Director and endorsed the selection of the low quote.

Councilor Lawlis reported that the Services Committee met on March 8" and heard
reports from the Tree Board, the Friends of Dorothea Dix Park and the Dog Park
group. There was discussion about the role of the Tree Board in terms of determining
a vision for Dorothea Dix Park. The Tree Board has come up with a vision statement
which will be forwarded to the Friends of Dorothea Dix Park. The next meeting of the
Services Committee will be at 6:00 pm on April 12",

Councilor Cushing reported that the Committee on Committees will meet tomorrow
evening at 5:30 pm.

Councilor Hughes reported that the Planning & Development Committee met on March
17" with Renaissance Planning and reviewed their interviewing process and a survey
they will be using as part of the interview process with area businesses. The
Committee’s next meeting is scheduled for 6:00 pm on April 7%.

Manager Lessard reported that the Finance Committee met earlier and discussed the
reduction in the homestead exemption from $13,000.00 to $10,000.00 at the state
level, which would mean an automatic increase in property taxes even if there is no
change in the mil rate. The Committee discussed whether the Town should somehow
try to supplement that lost exemption for homeowners or whether the Town just needs
to do a really good job of communicating that this change is not a Town act, but rather
a State act. In preparing the budget, Manager Lessard will look at two options; 1) to
leave the exemption at $10,000.00; and 2) to look at it as if the Town is going to
subsidize the program at the current rate, at a cost of approximately $44,000.00.
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TO: Mayor Arnett and Hampden Town Council

FROM: Robert Osborne, Town Planner

SUBJECT:  Planning Board Recommendation on Draft Zoning Ordinance Text
Amendment Definition of Usual Pets/Other Than Usual Pets

DATE: March 31, 2609

Please be advised that at their March 10, 2010 meeting the Hampden Planning Board voted
unanimously that the subject zoning ordinance text amendment “ought-to-pass”. This language
differs slightly from the text that the Town Council referred to the Board at your January 19, 2010
for a public hearing. The number of chickens was adjusted because there are state regulations
that require chicks be sold in lots of six or more for the wellbeing of the chicks. The language
was also clarified to avoid conflicts between the two definitions (animals as usual pets/animais
other than usual pets).

‘Town Attorney Tom Russell has reviewed this document and his comments were incorporated
into this draft.

The Zoning Ordinance as a Conditional Use regulates “animals other than usual pets”. The
Zoning Ordinance is silent on usual pets providing no definition of either the “usual” or the “other
than usual”. The term pet suggests that the animal is tame and treated with affection.

The Zoning Ordinance sets out “animals other than usual pets” as a Conditional Uses because of
the specific needs of certain barnyard animals for grazing and because of their waste byproducts.
Birds generally and hens specifically, in limited quantities, are quite benign presenting very little
threat or nuisance to surrounding properties.

This proposed text amendment grew out of both a request for hens in a residential district and the
concern that the terms contained in the ordinance are not defined and give neither the Code
Enforcement Officer or citizens any guidance. (We are not recommending consideration of an
animal husbandry ordinance).

4/slio- [ntroduced pub(('cj hmhn\g



TOWN OF HAMPDEN
Draft

The Town of Hampden Hereby Ordains
Proposed Amendments to the Zoning Ordinance

Deletions are Strikethrough Additions Double Underined

ARTICLE 7
DEFINITIONS

7.1. Construction Language - In this Ordinance, certain terms or words shall be interpreted as
follows:

The word "person" includes a firm, association, organization, partnership, trust, company or
corporation as well as an individual; the present tense includes the future tense, the singular
nurtber includes the plural, and the plural includes the singular; the word "shall" is mandatory,
and the word "may" is permissive; the words "used" or "occupied" include the words "intended”,
"designed”, or "arranged to be used or occupied”, the word "building" includes the word
"structure” and the word "dwelling" includes the word "residence”, the word "lot" includes the
words "plot" or "parcel". In case of any difference of meaning or implication between the text of
this Ordinance and any map or illustration, the text shall control.

Terms not defined shall have the customary dictionary meaning.

7.2. Definitions - In this Ordinance the following terms shall have the following meanings unless
a contrary meaning is required by the context or is specifically prescribed:

Animals as usual pets: Those ammals which by their type, behavior and guant;tg are §u;ted to be
in_an urban neighborhood and which would j

g@g@&es Quantities are Iz,m;ted; with the exceg;ggg og fig Q, 10 No more than five ammals f one

ecies or fen animals overall. Su als would include or be similar to dogs, cats, sma

Such animals would not include wild animals such as taccoons, furke and deer.

Notwithstandine the foregoing limitati n maximum quantity no more than six hen chickens

are permitted because hen chicks as governed by state agricultural regulation are sold in
guantities of no less than six. '

Animals other lkan usual get; Those animals which by their tvpe, behavior and guantity are pot

enerally suite be in_an uh eighborhood and which could be disruptive to
neighbori 10 ertles ut are more suitable on larser Iots with buffers from those nei
property lines, Such animals would inclnde o imilar t es and ponies and would also
nclude types of an@alg deicnbed m amm als as usual pets but in excess of 10 animals up fo 15
t are limited {0 QQ more than five

ghgcken are pe ttgd becauge hen chic overned tate a 1cu1tural regulation are sgid in

guantities of no le,gs s than six,
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Mayor Arnett reported that he and Manager Lessard met with representatives of the
Green Energy Alliance to discuss possible ways to utilize green energy from the gas to
energy plant as an alternative to standard offer electricity (see attached Manager’s
Report for more information relative to this project). Mayor Arnett appointed a
committee consisting of Councilors Hughes and Lawlis and himself to review the
project and make a recommendation to the Council.

E. MANAGER’S REPORT

A copy of the Manager’s Report is attached hereto.

F. COUNCILOR’'S COMMENTS

Councilor Lawlis informed everyone that Dorothea Dix Park is now open for the season
and encouraged everyone to take advantage of the good weather and enjoy the park.

Councilor Shakespeare offered congratulations to the members of Boy Scout Troop 41
for working toward their merit badges and he challenged them to attain the Eagle rank.

Mayor Arnett also congratulated the Scouts on their activities. He encouraged

everyone to either participate in or contribute to the Hike for the Homeless this
weekend.

G. ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the mesting was adjourned at 7:47 p.m.
Voo lrdsdi_

Denise Hodsdon
Town Clerk



MANAGER’S REPORT
April 5, 2010

Newsletter — The April edition of the newsletter will be in mailboxes this
coming Friday, April 9th.

Hike for the Homeless — A reminder that the Hike for the Homeless leaves
Hampden Academy at 10 a.m. on Saturday morning. Hampden has had
the highest number of parficipants each year for the past several years
and we want 1o make sure that we confinue that fradition.

Green Energy Alliance — Mayor Amett, Economic Development Director
Dean Bennet and | met with representatives from the Green Energy
Alfiance on Friday to discuss possible ways fo utilize *green energy’ from
the gas fo energy plant as an alterative to standard offer for electricity.
Also discussed was a program to assist homeowners in making their homes
more energy efficient. With the blessing of the Council - the nexi step
would be the assignment of this project to a Council committee for further
work. | have attached a copy of the material that they Alliance

presented on Friday.

Tax Due Date — Wednesday. April 7th — A reminder that the second half of
property taxes are due this Wednesday to avoid interest. The office staffis
very busy processing payments received and they have already
collected more than 80% of the 09/10 faxes.
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