Planning and Development Committee

Minutes of March 4, 2009
6:00 PM

Town Office

Committee:
Andre Cushing, Councilor

Staff:
Bob Osborne, Planner



Janet Hughes, Councilor



Dean Bennett, Econ Dev Spec



Jean Lawlis, Councilor





William Shakespeare, Councilor

Guest:
John Holden
Eaton Peabody Consulting


1.
Approval of Minutes

Motion made by Jean Lawlis, seconded by Janet Hughes, to approve February 18th meeting minutes.
Motion Passed.


2.
Old Business



a.
Planning Board Interviews
Background:

Committee conducted interviews of the two candidates for Planning Board membership.





Tom Blais





Eugene Weldon


Committee Action:  Consensus of committee was to recommend to Council for confirmation of both applicants as full board members.   



b.
BEAR Program – John Holden of Eaton Peabody Consulting
Background:

 In response to a request by Economic Development Specialist Dean Bennett (Feb 18th Meeting) for resources to engage Eaton Peabody Consulting for the purposes of establishing a Business Retention and Expansion Program (BEAR), John Holden was invited to present a brief overview of the BEAR proposal and address questions of the committee.  John presented overview and responded to questions about the program process, intent and benefits.



Committee Action:
Committee indicated their support for the concept and requested a detailed proposal from Eaton Peabody for forwarding to the Council for consideration.  John Holden of Eaton Peabody will provide detailed proposal to Economic Development Specialist Dean Bennett within two weeks.
Follow-up:

Economic  Development Specialist Bennett to forward once received.



c.
Conservation Commission Ordinance



Background:
Town Planner Bob Osborne presented committee the “sunset” provision contained within the Conservation Commission Ordinance and recommended the deletion of the sunset provision from said ordinance as the need for the provision is no longer apparent.  Town Planner Osborne further explained that timing is an issue in that a public hearing will be necessary in order to remove the provision prior to expiration of the ordinance.  




Committee Action:

Committee requested Town Planner to forward item to Manager with supporting documents for inclusion on next Council agenda




Follow-up:

Town Planner will forward item to Manager for consideration at March 16th Council Meeting.

d.
Outdoor Wood Boiler Timeframes



Background:
Town Planner Osborne provided Committee with a copy of the local ordinance entitled “Outdoor Wood-fired Boiler Ordinance” and a copy of the Department of Environmental Protection requirements and guidelines for boiler placement and emission provisions.  
Committee Action:

After considerable discussion the committee tabled action on this item until the March 18th Planning and Development Committee Meeting.

Follow-up:

Committee requested Town Planner Osborne to prepare options for committee consideration and provide prior to the March 18th meeting.  (Options to pertain to both setback provisions and operation timeframes)



e.
Hamlin Marine Action Plan



Background:

Economic Development Specialist requested item be tabled to March 18th meeting as he is continuing to work with Dan Higgins, Manager of Hamlin Marine on the outline requested at the Feb 18th meeting.

Committee Action:

Committee tabled action on this item to the March 18th meeting.




Follow-up:

Economic Development Specialist Bennett to provide copy of outline prior to March 18th meeting as appropriate.



f.
Shoreland Zoning Ordinance

Background:
Town Planner Osborne presented the Shoreland Zoning Ordinance and copy of state findings in response to the submission of the updated ordinance.  Town Planner Osborne explained that the majority of the comments and noted required changes grammatical issues and not contextual changes.

Committee Action:

Committee tables action on the ordinance to the March 18th meeting to allow for adequate time for committee to review and absorb the draft ordinance and DEP review and comments.



g.
State Standards on Wood Boilers



Covered under item d. above.
h.
Post Construction Storm-Water Ordinance

Background:

Town Planner Osborne presented the draft Ordinance to the committee.  Discussion included the history of this “clean water” effort going back to the EPA, State, DEP and ultimately municipal responsibility.
Committee Action:

Due to complexity of the ordinance and the difficult consideration and decisions to be made, Committee tabled action to the March 18th meeting and asked that Ben Johnson present the specific issues of the ordinance that needs to be addressed at that meeting.

Follow-up:

Ben Johnson to provide detailed presentation of issues at the March 18th 

meeting.



i.
Development Review Process Update




Background:
Economic Development Specialist Bennett provided update on staff efforts to streamline site plan and subdivision review process.  The goal is to establish procedures which are consistent, equitable, predictable and timely in order to ensure procedures for review of proposed development in a timeframe that encourages responsible development without compromising the integrity of the various ordinances and regulations.  Economic Development Bennett reports good progress and engagement of multiple staff members.

Committee Action:

No action taken.

Follow-up:

Specialist Bennett to report on progress at future meetings.



j.
Committee Mission Statement




Background:
The newly designated sub-committees were assigned the responsibility of establishing a mission statement.




Committee Action:

Councilor Cushing requested Economic Development Specialist Bennett to provide committee with previous work of the Committee on Committee efforts.

Follow-up:

Specialist Bennett will provide information to committee on previous work of the “committee on committee’s” prior to next meeting.

3.
New Business:



a.
Approval of Charter and Ordinance Committee Mtg Minutes.



Committee Action:



Committee tabled until March 18th meeting.




Follow-up:

Town Planner Osborne to provide minutes of the Charter and Ordinance Committee prior to March 18th meeting  for committee consideration.

4.
Public Comments:



None
5.
Committee Member Comments:



None
Item Bank:


Institutional Uses/Height Limitations Amendment

Customary Rural Business Amendment

Post Construction Storm-Water Ordinance

Building Permit Section of Zoning Ordinance



Plumbing/Roads

Park Marketing/Development Strategy

