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TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES

November 16, 2009

The regularly scheduled meeting of the Hampden Town Council was held on Monday, November 16, 2009.  The meeting was held at the municipal building council chambers and was called to order by Mayor Arnett at 7:00 p.m.

Attendance:
Councilors:  Mayor Matthew Arnett, Andre Cushing, Thomas Brann, William Shakespeare, Jean Lawlis, Janet Hughes and Shannon Cox
Town Manager:  Susan Lessard 




Town Counsel:  Thomas Russell
Department Heads/Staff:  Town Planner Bob Osborne 



Bradley Wiseman and representatives of Wiseman Spaulding Designs
A. CONSENT AGENDA

Treasurer’s Warrants were reviewed and signed by the Finance Committee at its meeting prior to the Council meeting.  Motion by Councilor Cox, seconded by Councilor Cushing to accept the balance of the Consent Agenda – unanimous vote in favor.
B. PUBLIC COMMENTS

There were none.
C. POLICY AGENDA

1. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
There were none. 
2. NOMINATIONS-APPOINTMENTS-ELECTIONS

a. SERVICES COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS:
1. JOHN WEINMANN – POOL BOARD OF TRUSTEES

2. PATRICK FOLEY – POOL BOARD OF TRUSTEES

3. GREG HAWKINS – POOL BOARD OF TRUSTEES

4. WENDY FLANNERY – RECREATION COMMITTEE

5. LARRY BRUEN – TREE BOARD

The Services Committee interviewed the applicants and unanimously recommends appointment of all.
Motion by Councilor Cox, seconded by Councilor Cushing to accept the recommendation of the Services Committee and appoint all applicants as listed.

3. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

a. MRC BOARD OF DIRECTORS BALLOT
Upon the recommendation of Manager Lessard, Councilor Cushing moved and Councilor Brann seconded to cast a vote for Robert Farrar of Bangor – unanimous vote in favor.
b. BRADLEY WISEMAN APPLICATION FOR ADDITION TO HISTORIC LANDMARK DESIGNATION
Town Planner Bob Osborne explained that this application is to modify the basis under which Mr. Wiseman’s property, the Thomas Penneman Stetson House, was adopted as a historic landmark.  The nature of the amendment is to include a somewhat larger land area to the landmark and to add a new barn-like structure that will replace a building that had been on the property until it collapsed and was removed in the 1970’s.  Mr. Wiseman hopes to expand his antiquity tile business into the new building.

Bob reported that the Planning & Development Committee has reviewed the application and has no reservation about its review and potential acceptance by committees of oversight.  The Historic Preservation Commission has reviewed the application and granted the Certificate of Appropriateness for the proposed new barn building and recommended that the Town Council approve the amendment to the historic landmark designation with regard to the land area and the construction of a barn as described in the application materials.
Motion by Councilor Cushing, seconded by Councilor Shakespeare to accept of the proposal of the Historic Preservation Commission in regard to this application – unanimous vote in favor.  
c. NEXT COUNCIL MEETING DATE DISCUSSION
Manager Lessard is having surgery on December 7th and asked whether the Council wanted to hold their regular meeting scheduled for that same date without her.  Following brief discussion, motion by Councilor Brann, seconded by Councilor Cushing to hold the meeting on December 7th – unanimous vote in favor.
d. INSTITUTIONAL BUILDING DEFINITION – ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENT – REFERRAL TO PLANNING BOARD (PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION)

Upon the recommendation of the Planning & Development Committee, motion by Councilor Cushing, seconded by Councilor Hughes to refer this to the Planning Board – unanimous vote in favor.
e. CONDITIONAL USES IN COMMERCIAL SERVICES DISTRICT – ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENT – REFERRAL TO PLANNING BOARD (PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION)

Town Planner Bob Osborne that this adds a conditional use to allow water dependent uses without limitation of size or height.  Upon recommenda-tion of the Planning & Development Committee, Councilor Cushing referred this item to the Planning Board.
f. ISSUANCE OF BUILDING PERMITS ON SUBDIVISION LOTS – ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENT – REFERRAL TO PLANNING BOARD (PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION)

Upon recommendation of the Planning & Development Committee, Councilor Cushing referred this to the Planning Board.
g. OUTDOOR WOODFIRED BOILER ORDINANCE AMENDMENTS – REFERRAL FOR PUBLIC HEARING (PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION)
Town Planner Bob Osborne noted that the purpose of these amendments is to more closely follow state regulations.  He pointed out that current boilers would be grandfathered.  At the recommendation of the Planning & Development Committee, Councilor Hughes introduced this item for public hearing on December 21st.
4. NEW BUSINESS

There was none.  
D. COMMITTEE REPORTS

Councilor Cox reported that the Services Committee met last week and recommended further investigation into the MSAD #22 trail work.  Town Staff is going to revisit the outdoor facility proposed ordinance change and bring back to the Committee.  The Committee discussed a new circulation desk for the library and asked the Library Director to put together a list of needs in terms of functionality of that desk and include that in the request for bids.  There was some discussion around the bylaws of the Library Board, Pool Board and Recreation Committee and it was recommended that the Committee on Committees review the bylaws of those boards.  There are a number of applicants for the Friends of Dorothea Dix Park and the Services Committee will be conducting interviews on November 24th beginning at 5:00 pm.
Councilor Cushing reported that the Communications Committee will meet at 6:00 pm on December 3rd and Committee on Committees will meet at 7:00 pm that same evening.  The Planning & Development Committee will meet at 6:00 pm on December 2nd.
Councilor Lawlis reported that she attended an informational meeting for those who are interested in the Friends of Dorothea Dix Park.  They looked at the original plans and photographs of the park as it looked 200 years ago.  There was also a presentation by the Historical Society.  Councilor Lawlis further reported that the Dog Park Committee has had its third meeting and that committee is making a plea for donations of chain-link fencing.  The group has adopted the name “HOTDOG”.
Mayor Arnett reported that he will be attending the PVCOG meeting on December 8th for the purpose of assessing that group’s future.  
Manager Lessard reported that the Finance Committee met earlier in the evening and discussed the Town’s Investment Policy and reviewed the status of various Town funds.  The Committee also discussed ideas in terms of the upcoming goals and objectives session to be held on November 30th.
E. MANAGER’S REPORT

Manager Lessard reported that Economic Development Director Dean Bennett is still out and will be out for several more weeks.
She reported that a representative of Hodgdon Defense Composites visited her today with an update on their proposal.  They have submitted their proposal to the US Government for the construction of high-tech watercraft for the armed forces and don’t expect to hear whether they have been selected until some time after the beginning of the year.  
The American Flags will be taken down next week for the winter and the holiday lights will be put up at the same time.
The PUC energy grant for the replacement of the boilers in the municipal building will be submitted on Wednesday.

Manager Lessard thanked everyone for their patience with the traffic issues resulting from the Rite-Aid and school construction projects.

She reported that SAD 22 Superintendant Lyons informed her today that Peter Huston, who was just elected to the School Board, is unable to serve on the Board because of his wife’s employment with the District.  The Council has the option of holding a special election or appointing someone to fill the position until the election next November.  

F. COUNCILOR’S COMMENTS
Councilor Cushing commented that it is exciting to see the school progress and the economic development progress on Western Avenue.  He wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving.
Councilor Brann moved to set aside the rules for the purpose of considering action on the School Board vacancy; Councilor Cushing seconded the motion and vote was unanimously in favor.

Motion by Councilor Brann, seconded by Councilor Cushing to direct the Town Clerk to send out public notice for applicants for appointment to the School Board until the next municipal election in November – unanimous vote in favor.  Mayor Arnett designated a committee consisting of himself and Councilors Lawlis, Cox, and Cushing to interview the applicants.
Councilor Lawlis congratulated Manager Lessard on the arrival of her twin grand-daughters.  

G. ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:24 p.m.

Denise Hodsdon
Town Clerk
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