INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

08/30/2010

Attending:


Chair William Shakespeare

Town Manager Sue Lessard


Councilor Thomas Brann


Public Works Director Chip Swan


Councilor Janet Hughes


Councilor Andre Cushing, III


Mayor Matthew Arnett

1. Minutes of 7/26/2010 – Motion by Matthew Arnett, seconded by Andre Cushing to approve the minutes as presented. There were no objections.

2. Old Business

a. Truck Weight Limit Pilot Project – Motion by Matthew Arnett, seconded by Tom Brann to recommend to the full council that they adopt the resolution presented in support of a continuation of the pilot project allowing 100,000 lb trucks on the interstate north of Augusta.

b. 3- Town Meeting regarding HA reuse – There will be a meeting on Tuesday, September 7th at 1 p.m. of council chairs/managers and the school superintendent/assistant Superintendent/board chair at 1 p.m. at the Hampden Town Office for the purpose of listening to what the school proposes.  There will be a follow up meeting of all three SAD 22 community councilors/selectmen and Manager and School Board members/Superintendent on Tuesday September 14th at 7 p.m.  at the Victoria Grant Center in Winterport.  The Committee members discussed concerns related to the SAD 22 decision to retain the former Hampden Academy property.

c. Grant application – Sidewalk – The Committee discussed what the preferred location for a sidewalk from Route 202 to Mayo Road was in relation to grant applications to the DOT for funding.  Motion by Andre Cushing, seconded by Tom Brann to recommend to the full Council that the Town apply for MDOT funding of the Route 202 to Mayo Road sidewalk on the southerly side of Western Avenue, vote 5-0.

d. Street Light Policy Discussion – The Committee reviewed the draft Streetlight Policy and amended it to include line of sight as a criteria for consideration.  Motion by Matthew Arnett, seconded by Janet Hughes to recommend to the full Council that they adopt the Streetlight Policy as amended, vote 5-0.

e. Sewer Easement – Gary and Suzanne Mock have requested permission to hook into the town sewer system for a new home construction on Elm Street West.  Motion by Matt Arnett, seconded by Andre Cushing to recommend that the Town Council approve an easement for connection to the Town Sewer system and that the easement be prepared by Town Attorney Tom Russell with expenses for same to be borne by the Mocks. Vote 5-0.

f. Western Avenue Sign – Councilor Shakespeare discussed an issue raised by a constituent related to the ‘Vote out the Cockroaches’ sign that is posted on outer Western Avenue.  The constituent felt that the sign was inappropriate and should not be allowed by the Town. The Manager provided information from Public Safety Director Rogers and CEO Ben Johnson indicating that this sign was protected under the free speech clause in the Constitution and that the only parameters that had to be met were setbacks, which the sign does.

g. Kennebec Road – Councilor Hughes asked for an update on the likelihood of Kennebec Road getting improved in this season. Public Works Director Swan reported that he had met with MDOT representatives and that 300 tons of reclaim material would be put on that road as shim this month in an effort to smooth out the traveling surface. He also reported that he had emailed the constituent who had contacted Councilor Hughes with the information.

h. Saturday Bus Ridership = Councilor Hughes reported that resident Joyce Rankin (596 Main Road North) had requested that the Town re-institute Saturday bus service.  The Town Manager informed the Committee that the Town had never had Saturday bus service and that the Council had discussed the idea of starting Saturday service a year or more ago and decided due to budget constraints not to pursue it at that time.  The cost was approximately $13,000 and would not be covered by any Federal/State subsidy.

i. 91 Old County Road – Councilor Hughes expressed concern over the growing pile of debris at 91 Old County Road. It appears to be residual ‘stuff’ from a tenant moving in or out and it is possible for the occupants to get a transfer station decal to dispose of it.  The Manager indicated that she would have the Code Enforcement Officer investigate the situation.

j. Podium sign – Councilor Shakespeare asked that the Town Seal sign be put on the front of the podium so that during council meetings it would show when persons were addressing the Council. The Town Manager asked the Public Works Director to provide a Town Seal sign from inventory used for Town trucks.

k. Trees – Emerson Mill and Sawyer Road – Councilor Shakespeare asked for an update on the tree trimming to be done on limbs overhanging the roads. The Public Works director reported that it would be taken care of before winter.

l. Shared Entrances – Councilor Cushing expressed concern that the new Rite Aid and the new bank that are to be adjacent to each other will not be required to have a shared entrance off Western Avenue. Suggestions were made that the Town revise its zoning ordinance to require shared entrances and limit curb cuts where possible. The Public Works director questioned whether the Town had the right to control such matters on State roads. The Town Manager was instructed to get more information on the subject and bring it back to the Committee.

m. Comprehensive Plan – Councilor Brann reported that the State Planning Office had completed its review of the Town’s Comprehensive Plan and that no changes were required. The plan will be put on the next Council agenda for referral for public hearing and adoption.

3. New Business – None

4. Public Comments – None

5. Committee Member Comments – Councilor Shakespeare asked the Committee members if they would be interested in seeing an 1859 Map of the town at the upcoming Planning and Development meeting. It was the consensus of the Committee that they would be interested in viewing the map.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:55 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Susan Lessard

Town Manager

