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October 27, 2010 @ 6:30pm

The meeting of the Hampden Tree Board was called to order at 6:40pm on Wednesday October
27, 2010, at the Hampden Municipal Building.

Gretchen Heldmann, GIS/IT Specialist
Jim Feverston

Larry Bruen

Jane Jarvi

Councilor Jean Lawlis

Dory Sangiovanni

Tony Sangiovanni

Jon Simms

Councilor Tom Brann

Note: This was a joint meeting with the Friends of Dorothea Dix Park Group
1. Introductions

Introductions not necessary.

2. Business

The roles of each group were clarified. FoDDix has final say on recommendations to Council
regarding trails, benches, info boards, etc. Tree Bd has final say on recommendations to
Council regarding harvesting and vegetative management. It was also clarified for FoDDix that
they should develop the ultimate dream plan for the park, and then each year as budget allows,
Council will decide how much money FoDDix may have to work on implementing the plan
incrementally — which means FoDDix also needs to prioritize the plan.

FoDDix wants to fix the current trail to start, including rerouting one section where the grade is
steepest, and put up maps and rules on the current info board at the front of the park. They
also want to look into some signage to put along the boundaries letting folks know if they are
entering/exiting the park property. They also want to look into getting another info board for
the field area.

A couple FoDDix members will go out tomorrow and flag additional lines where they would like
to see trails, because it may be possible to create those during the harvesting process. The Tree
Bd would like to get the harvesting done this winter. Gretchen will GPS the flagged trails. The
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FoDDix members are also going to flag a few additional trees they would like to see saved and
Gretchen will check those over to see if there are any major conflicts for the goals of the Tree
Bd’s vegetative management plan. There probably will not be, since it was again pointed out

that all the trees are cull, meaning they have little to no economic value.

More on the harvesting — there was an extensive discussion about money, the vegetative
management plan (which includes not just cutting trees but also eradicating the barberry), and
relation to the Comprehensive Plan goals.

Gretchen pointed out that a lot of this work counts toward the annual renewal requirements of
Tree City USA status — so in order to maintain that, the Council has to allocate $2/capita/yr to
tree activities. While this can include staff time, it does have to include projects as well.

3. Adjournment.

The next meeting is November 24, 2010 at 6:30pm. The meeting was adjourned around
8:30pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Gretchen Heldmann
GIS/IT Specialist



