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The meeting of the Hampden Town Council Services Committee was called to order at 6:05p.m.
on Monday, June 15, 2010, at the Hampden Municipal Building by Chairperson Jean Lawlis.

Gretchen Heldmann, GIS/IT Specialist
Kurt Mathies, Recreation Director
Councilor Jean Lawlis, Chair
Councilor Tom Brann

Mayor Matt Arnett

Susan Witt, HOTDOG

Lynne Darling, HOTDOG

Cindy Elshaw, HOTDOG

Kathleen Pultorak, HOTDOG

Note: Agenda was rearranged to accommodate HOTDOG representatives. HOTDOG was
discussed after the minutes.

1. Approval of Minutes

Minutes from 04/12/2010 and 05/10/2010 were motioned for approval by Mayor Arnett and all
voted in favor.

2. Old Business
A. Subcommittee Updates

Tree Bd — The pool re-planting is coming along nicely and should be completed by the end of
the month. Gretchen gave an update on the Mayo Rd project and how she did a street tree
inventory of the entire road. While she greatly enjoys the forestry work she has had to take on
acting as the Town Forester under the Tree Ordinance, she noted that it does take time, which
means there is less time for other things she has also been assigned and some things get put on
a back burner.

FoDDix — The group proposed a few minor changes to the vision statement which will be going
to the Tree Bd next week for their review. The revised statement will be sent back to Services
in July. Councilor Brann noted he would like to see reference made to the Vegetation
Management Plan instead of Forest Management Plan. Some group members have been
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cleaning up the park by raking up leaves and picking up fallen branches. There is a condemned
house at the end of Hopkins Rd that is now owned by the Sangiovannis. Kurt and Mr.
Sangiovanni are going to remove some of the nice siding from the house to use on the portable
toilet structure in the park. The house is scheduled to be destroyed. The group is planning a 5K
run for some time in October, with the finish line ending at the park and a BBQ. The group now
meets the same time as the Tree Bd in the other half of the Public Safety Community Room so
they can easily meet together as needed. Councilor Brann noted that eventually they will need
to put in more sophisticated toilet facilities like they did at the Marina.

B. Old town hall property update

Councilor Brann is in discussion with the Town Manager about the property and will provide an
update once she gets an answer from the current owner.

3. New Business

Change to Tree Ordinance

Gretchen presented two proposed sentences to add to the Tree Ordinance that make it very
clear that utility companies are exempt from the requirements of the ordinance. There was
some discussion over whether it was feasible to even try to get companies to comply. The
committee wanted to add “within the public right-of-way” to the first proposed sentence. The
two new sentences that would be added at the end of Article XI. Utilities would read as follows:
“Existing trees within the public right-of-way which are found to interfere with utilities may be
removed by the utility companies at their discretion. Said utilities companies are exempted
from requirements of this ordinance.” The Mayor motioned to approve the change to the
ordinance and all voted in favor. The change will go to the town attorney and then to the
Council once the attorney has looked it over.

HOTDOG

Lynn Darling presented some information on a proposed dog park in town. The group is
requesting permission to have a dog park, and proceed with fundraising to pay for the park.
They also are seeking authorization from the Council that the Town will donate a piece of land
to use for the park. The group already had a site plan drafted for the area behind Kiwanis Hall
near the VFW sports fields complex. Access would be from the Kiwanis parking lot. There are
two proposed dog park areas, one for big dogs and one for little dogs. There would be a
separate area before the actual play areas, to enter, close the gate, unleash your dog, and then
enter into the appropriate play areas (and vice-versa for leaving the play area). The entrance
unleashing area would be on a concrete slab. The Kiwanis voted and gave the park their
blessing, though they noted that since they don’t own the building or lot it was not up to them.
If the group were to move forward, they would need more information for when they actually
apply and go through the Site Plan and Planning Board review process. Abutters would also be
notified during that process. The park would expand the mowing area a little bit for Public
Works, thereby expanding the maintenance needs. Maintenance would also be required to



Minutes

Hampden Town Council
Services Committee
June 15, 2010 Meeting

keep the gates functional. It was questioned how much use the park would get, but it was hard
to give an answer — the group had drafted proposed rules and regulations, and suggested that a
limit as to the number of dogs allowed in each play area could be included. The group was
asked about barking being a problem, and in their research they have not seen that barking is a
problem. The group indicated that they proposed to have green slats in the chain link fencing
in order to keep the play areas visually separated and keep the dogs focused on what is within
the play area and not outside the fence. They felt that in their experience, dogs bark when they
see other dogs — not once they are together and playing. Dogs arriving to the play area would
be screened from dogs currently playing, and they think that would help reduce possible
barking. The finances proposed by the group were also presented. Councilor Brann thought
the reserves should be larger and that the increased maintenance and associated costs should
be run by the Public Works Director. The question was raised as to whether an ordinance was
needed. Gretchen reminded the committee that they had previously wanted to keep working
on an Outdoor Facilities Ordinance which would cover everything in general, and that
ordinance would make reference to specific Department Policy Documents which could be
changed/edited more easily than the ordinance. The group needs to clearly define all rules of
operation, prepare a statement of responsibilities, and a well-defined budget. The group is
really just looking for permission to move forward with developing plans and the ability to
accrue funds. Councilor Brann noted they needed to come up with a statement of how the
funds would be disposed of if the park never came to fruition. The group was skeptical as to
how successful they would be in collecting donations if the park was only a mythical location
and nothing guaranteed. Councilor Brann moved that the Recreation Director as authorized by
the Services Committee should bring a proposal to the Council for their consideration for the
formal establishment of a dog park in the Town of Hampden. The Mayor seconded the motion
and all voted in favor.

4, Public Comment

No public comments.

5. Committee Member Comments

The Mayor inquired as to the status of the rain garden work. Gretchen gave an update that she
and Kelly (Assessor) have taken the initiative to get the rain garden fixed. They are currently
waiting on responses from companies as to whether they are willing to donate time and
equipment to do site work to fix two of the three cells.

The next meeting is July 12, 2010 at 6:00pm.

Meeting adjourned at 7:35pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Gretchen Heldmann, GIS/IT Specialist



