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Minutes
Hampden Tree Board
Subcommittee of the Hampden Town Council Services Committee
April 29, 2009 @ 6:30pm

The meeting of the Hampden Tree Board was called to order at 6:40pm on Tuesday, April 29
2009, at the Hampden Municipal Building by Gretchen Heldmann.

Gretchen Heldmann, GIS/IT Specialist
Kurt Mathies, Recreation Director
Shelby Wright

Jane Jarvi

Lance Case

Chris Packard

Phil Stack

1. Introductions
No introductions needed.
2. Business

A. News

Phil: Conservation Commission — there is a statewide Maine Association of Conservation
Commissions, and there is an upcoming climate change working group series, one of which will
pertain to forested environments. If anyone is interested in being a part of this working group
they should contact Bob Shafto at DEP.

Stream Cleanup: 9am-noon 5/9 at the Hamlin Marina.

D.Dix: Gretchen visited the wetland to determine vernal pool status (after participating in Dr.
Aram Calhoun’s citizen scientist training program). She walked in and around the entire
perimeter of the wetland and did not see any of the four indicator species to make the area a
significant vernal pool. She did spot bullfrogs. Furthermore, she identified an inlet and outlet,
which to everyone’s recollection stays pretty wet year-round (which would mean it is not a
vernal pool). Unless all of the four indicator species are laying eggs only in the very middle of
the wetland where it gets deep, and the inlet & outlet dry up, it is not a vernal pool. Gretchen
plans to visit the pool again in a couple weeks to look for salamanders, as this week was best
for wood frogs. On a related note, the town has been included in a grant application through
Dr. Calhoun to have the entire town flown in color-infrared aerial photos to map potential
vernal pools.



Minutes
Hampden Tree Board
April 29, 2009 Meeting

B. Project Canopy

Target planting date: 6/27, rain date 6/28

Contingency plan presentation to Council: 5/4 by Shelby

Week of 6/8: mark planting sites with field paint

Holes dug by Public Works by 6/26 (they call Dig Safe) & holes roped off by Kurt & crew
Week of 5/10 depending on weather & Council approval on 5/4: go to Surry to select trees
Deliver trees, mulch, compost by noon on 6/25

Notify Public Safety that equipment & materials will be there overnight on 25" & 26"

Move trees into holes on 6/26

Volunteers bring shovels, buckets, wheelbarrows

5/27 meeting: planning more about day of event (such as develop comprehensive supply list)

Contingency Plan: in event we don’t get grant, what is Council willing to commit to? Can we
reserve/buy trees before grant award date?

C. Arbor Day
5/18 1-3pm in Augusta at Maine State Museum is state presentation of Tree City USA
towns/cities. Jim Feverston was volunteered to go to Augusta, and someone will contact Andre
Cushing about being there as well.
5/21 is Arbor Day in Hampden, 4pm. Phil Stack will develop a press release and send it to the
major media outlets in the area. The group agreed to plant a magnolia outside the town office
in a spot that was previously occupied by a tree.
3. Adjournment.
The meeting was adjourned around 8:00pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Gretchen Heldmann
GIS/IT Specialist



