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Minutes
Hampden Tree Board & Friends of Dorothea Dix
Subcommittee of the Hampden Town Council Community Services Committee
October 01, 2008 @ 6:30pm

The meeting of the Hampden Tree Board was called to order at 6:37pm on Wednesday,
October 01, 2008, at the Hampden Municipal Building by Lance Case.

Gretchen Heldmann, GIS/IT Specialist
Lance Case
Chris Packard

1. Introductions
No introductions needed.
2. Business
A. Minutes Acceptance
No minutes available to be accepted.
B. Tree City USA

Gretchen reported what she knew about the status of the flag pole for Tree City USA- it was
here, there was a hole, and the pole should be going up soon.

C. Pool Plantings

Gretchen did not know what to report here, but Lance and Chris provided some info from their
last meeting. They started examining the current plantings and where new plantings should be
located. They want to place trees randomly and not in straight lines, and want to plant trees
that will have a broad canopy to provide shade. All trees should have mulch rings because the
trees there have been damaged by Public Works mowing crews and some are going to die. The
species Lance and Chris mentioned included: sugar maple and red oak. Gretchen noted that in
her past experience some people may complain about the oak because of the acorns and
people wanting to walk in bare feet. Other species Chris and Lance mentioned were ash,
basswood, and cottonwood. Gretchen noted that the invasive beetle, the Emerald Ash Borer,
was discovered in Quebec and may already be here in Maine undiscovered. The Quebec
infestation was discovered and then researched and it had been there for a few years before it
was detected. Gretchen suggested aspen, noting that although it is short lived, it grows
relatively fast and provides nice shade.



Minutes
Hampden Tree Board
October 01, 2008 Meeting

D. Legal Work

Gretchen reported that in her most recent conversation with the town attorney that day, Tom
stated that the deed title research would take another couple of weeks.

E. Phone System

Gretchen has received a couple of estimates from Bricknet, the company that installed the
original phone system. The estimates range from $15,000 to $25,000 for a complete system
upgrade. She noted that this was probably out of the question for this budget year, even if it
went out to bid, the estimates would most likely be out of range for an unexpected/not-
budgeted-for item this year. She stated she could set up a Skype account as discussed at the
last meeting. Chris and Lance voted to do this so that Phil could participate from a remote
location.

F. Background Info

Gretchen reported that Kay has done a lot of leg work to gather background info about the park
and the life of Dorothea Dix. Gretchen has forwarded all of Kay’s gathered info thus far and will
double-check that she has forwarded everything. Kay is out of the state this month.

G. Other

Gretchen also gave an update on the book list she sent around- four books were requested to
be ordered through the library on Dorothea Dix, so she will order those. Chris again brought up
right-of-way widths and Gretchen will get in touch with the Public Works Director to try to
create a database of that information. Gretchen also contacted Aram Calhoun at the University
of Maine, Orono to gather info on the vernal pool citizen scientist program. She also spoke
with DEP officials, and there is no state-level gathering of vernal pool data other than through
the citizen scientist landowner self-identification program or reactive efforts from site plan
review. Chris and Lance voted to have Gretchen follow up with Aram for more information.

Gretchen will email a Word version of the Tree Ordinance to Tree Bd members per Chris’
request.

The next meeting is October 27th at 6:30pm.
3. Adjournment.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:20pm
Respectfully submitted,

Gretchen Heldmann
GIS/IT Specialist



